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re-exported. The extension to other countries of a similar
system of certificates is at present the subject of
negotiations.

Pensioners and In-patient Hospital Treatment.
Mr. CAIRNS asked the Minister of Health if he was aware

of the long waiting period of war pensioners in getting into
hospitals for treatment as in-patients; and, if so, would he z,
press for the extension of hospital accommodation for I
such pensioners.-Mr. MACPHERSON (Minister of Pensions)
replied: I am glad to inform my honourable friend that
recent extensions of in-patient accommodation have, to a ’,

large extent, removed the difficulties which unfortunately ’,
existed some months ago. Further accommodation is being
provided which should enable all demands for in-patient
treatment to be met without delay.

Hygiene of Food and Drink. ,

Sir WATSON RUTHERFORD asked the President of the
Board of Education whether the Board of Education was
responsible for the preparation of the hygiene of food and
drink, being a pamphlet entitled The Syllabus of Lessons
for Use in Schools, and Notes for the Assistance of
Teachers "; whether he was personally aware of the contents
of such syllabus ; and whether he considered it any part of
the duty of the Board of Education to disseminate teetotalism
views amongst the pupils of the schools.-Mr. H. LEWIS
(Parliamentary Secretary to the Board of Education) replied:
I do not accept the description of the document and its
purposes implied by the last part of the question.

Sanitary Condition of Rye.
Mr. GRUNDY asked the Minister of Health whether he had

received any complaints from the town of Rye regarding
the housing conditions in that district and the general
insanitary condition of the town; whether his attention
had been drawn to the last record of the local medical officer
of health; whether a scheme for building 90 houses was
adopted but had not been proceeded with ; and whether, in
view of the insanitary condition of a large number of houses
in the district and the failure of the Rye town council to
proceed with the erection of houses on the Cadborough site,
he would have further inquiries made into the whole matter.
- Dr. ADDISON replied: I have not received any such com-
plaint from the town of Rye, but I have seen the report of
the medical officer of health for the year 1919, and I find
that a number of houses were found on inspection to be
unfit, and that the medical officer of health considers that
additional houses will be necessary to replace some of them.
Plans for 90 houses at Rye have been approved, and a
contract for an instalment of 20 houses was signed on
Sept. 20th. I am having inquiries made into the progress
of the scheme.

FRIDAY, NOV. 26TH.
Employment of Women and Young Persons.

The Women, Young Persons, and Children (Employment)
Bill was considered on Report, when Captain BOWYER moved
the following new clause :-
" 

Notwithstanding anything contained in the Factory and Work-
shop Act, 1901, it shall, subject to any conditions prescribed by the
Secretary of State, be lawful at any time between 6 in the morning
and 10 in the evening, on any week day other than Saturday, to
employ women and young persons in shifts averaging for each shift
not more than eight hours per day."
He said this clause embodied a recommendation of the

Select Committee on the subject, who had heard evidence
including that of representatives of certain workers’
organisations whose members might be affected and the
report of that committee was unanimous. He claimed
that it would lead to a reduction of hours for the workers,
to increased output, to increased efficiency, and to a decrease
of unemployment. He would let those advantages go by
the board, however, if he thought that the system would
militate against the health or the comfort of the workers,
but he believed neither would be imperilled.-Mr. SEDDON
seconded. If there was any belief in the equality of sex, surely
they ought to give women opportunities of earning their daily
bread while taking care that the conditions of work would
not jeopardise their health or that of the young persons
employed.-Mr. J. BELL opposed the clause. For women
to have to begin work at 6 o’clock, which would mean
leaving home at 5 without breakfast and having to work
three or four hours before they got a meal, could not be
good for them or for the children they might bear..Major
GRAY also opposed the clause. If the industry of the nation
could not be made to prosper without exploiting boys and
girls of 16 we had, indeed, entered on the down-grade
in this country.-Captain ELLIOT, as one who was anxious
for shorter hours of employment, thought that if
they negatived the proposal to have two shifts they
wiped out altogether the chance of getting a really short
working day. He was not pressing this point as represent-
ing any organisation or as a reactionary step to pass more
women and young children into the industrial mill, because
it was his object, as it was of everyone engaged in medicine,

to extract them as far as possible from the meshes of that
damnable net. But he could not see that the rejection
of the proposal would help the ideals honourable Members
have set before them.-Mr. SUGDEN said employers in
the textile industries meant to fight this clause. This
peculiar method of labour called the two-shift system
would be against the physique and the health of the

employees and of the children that were to come.-Mr.
INSKIP, a member of the Departmental Committee on the
subject, said that medical man after medical man with the
ample experience gained during the war, quite impartial
people, had declared that no harm would result. No case
had been made out on medical grounds against the two-shift
system.-Mr. SHORTT (Home Secretary) said a great deal of
the debate had been wide of the mark. There was no
proposal for new or permanent legislation, but the proposal
was that certain provisions that were adopted during the
war should be continued for a limited period in order that
they might be thoroughly investigated, and that the per-
manent provision eventually decided upon should be based
on the best and widest experience. It had not been found
that it had any evil effects either upon the health or the
home welfare of those concerned. The debate was adjourned.

Yational Health InNlII’once.

Mr. T. DAVIES asked the Minister of Health whether a,

person insured under the National Insurance Act on going
into a workhouse became chargeable to the common fund of
the union, while the latter got no part of the sick benefit
due to the member; and if that were so, could it be altered.
- Dr. ADDISON replied: The answer to the first part of the
question is in the affirmative. Under Section 12 of the
National Insurance Act, 1911, as amended by subsequent
Acts, no part of any benefit due in respect of the period of an
insured person’s residence in a Poor-law institution is pay-
able to the guardians, and it is also provided by Section 3 of
the Act that there can be no assignment of, or charge on,
any of the benefits, which it will be remembered are provided
out of contributions compulsorily paid by insured persons
and their employers. The guardians have, however, their
ordinary powers of recovery of the whole or part of the cost
of maintenance where the circumstances appear to them to
justify such a course.

Obituary.
I SYLVESTER DAVID WILLARD, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P.
WE regret to announce the death, on Nov. 28th, of

Sylvester David Willard in his fifty-sixth year from
broncho-pneumonia of some ten days’ duration. His
father, a practitioner in Albany, New York, died early,
and Willard was brought up by his mother, whose
striking personality he shared, and with whom he lived
until her death a year ago at the age of 86. Willard
was educated at St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, and after
taking the Conjoint qualification of the London Colleges,
worked for a year at the Presbyterian Hospital, New
York. He then held further resident appointments in
London, and settled in practice in the West End,
becoming connected with the Equitable Assurance
Company of the United States, and subsequently its
chief medical examiner, and medical officer to the
U.S.A. Consulate-General. He remained an American
citizen, and had the best characteristics of his

nationality. Dr. R. H. King, a close friend for 37 years,
writes : " He was a man of distinct personality and
wide sympathies, so that he had a varied acquaintance
in all parts of the world. His numerous friends and
patients knew that he was interested in their individu-
ality. and always eager to help in difdculties-medical
or otherwise. It was his combination of the man of
the world and the careful, painstaking physician that
ensured the confidence of his patients."

PRESENTATION TO A MEDICAL MAN.-Mr. H. Barnes,
O.B.E., LL.D. McGill, M.D. Edin., J.P., who has been elected
President of the Cumberland Infirmary, with which institu-
tion he has been connected for the past 47 years, was on
Nov. 26th presented by the honorary medical staff with a
handsome silver inkstand as a mark of their esteem and
regard. Dr. Barnes was appointed physician to the
Cumberland Infirmary in 1873 and has devoted his life to the
improvement of the institution, a wing of which bears his
name.


